
HIDDEN WORDS PUZZLE  (Answers) 

 

How did you do? 

 

Curious dreams are natural and one can spin a charming tale with a chance mishap. 

Plenty of aspro utterly ruined my chance of natural sleep.  One night, on going 

carefully up each step to bed, I met a form, elongated and lop-eared.  It was Sue 

with her sleek cat, Tom, a tortoiseshell.  She wore a robe and carried some grapes, 

and was eating macaroni on toast.  The cat asked for a dish of milk, but she gave it 

first raw berries and made it sup lumpy porridge. Then Sue delved into her bag and 

produced a figure of a bull, a century old antique.  It was hideous, no work of art. I 

choked with disquiet, and it gave me quite a bad turn. Ipecacuanaha, lemon and 

honey was given to me and I was very sick, ale being the cause of that.  A friend 

hailed a taxi, (our own car rotting in the garage), and I was bundled into the cab, 

bag etc. after me. He shook me by the hand and said farewell.  I suppose he felt he 

must, ardent spirits are like that.  That’s the end.  I’ve just awakened.  Next time I 

shall other dreams unfold. 

  

May 2nd 2021 
 

 

This Sunday 
 

 

08:00   Communion 

   A simple said Communion service 

 

10:30   Together at home  

    Digital Morning Praise 

 

10:30   Together in Church 

   Communion for All Ages with music 

 

17:30   Digital Evening Prayer 

   With Rev Sarah Todd  

 

  ………………………………………………………………... 

          

Next Sunday: 9th May 

 

10:30   Together at home  

    Digital Morning Praise 

 

10:30   Together in Church 

   Communion for All Ages with music 

 

17:30   Digital Evening Prayer 
    

 

  

Hello to you all.  
Welcome to this week’s Church Matters Newsletter. This newsletter aims to 

keep church family in contact, share prayer requests, strengthen our 

discipleship and bring us closer together during this challenging time.  If you are 

receiving this newsletter but aren't on the mailing list then please contact Sarah 

on 07534 720160 or revsarahtodd@gmail.com 



 
The Collect and Readings for Sunday 2nd May 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 8:26-end 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, 

‘Get up and go towards the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got 

up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 

queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 

entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 

to worship and was returning home; seated 

in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go 

over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran 

up to it and heard him reading the prophet 

Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what 

you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, 

unless someone guides me?’ And he invited 

Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the 

passage of the scripture that he was reading 

was this: ‘Like a sheep he was led to the 

slaughter, and like a lamb silent before 

its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who can describe his generation? For his 

life is taken away from the earth.’ The    

eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I 

ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip 

began to speak, and starting with this    

scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 

news about Jesus. As they were going along 

the road, they came to some water; and the 

eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is 

to prevent me from being baptized?’ He 

commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 

them, Philip and the eunuch, went down 

into the water, and Philip baptized 

him. When they came up out of the water, 

the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 

the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 

his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at 

Azotus, and as he was passing through the 

region, he proclaimed the good news to all 

the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

John 15:1-8 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the   

vine-grower. He removes every branch in me 

that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 

fruit he prunes to make it bear more 

fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 

word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me 

as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in me. I am 

the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 

because apart from me you can do         

nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask for whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is 

glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples. 

 

 

 

The Collect 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love  

for the world and the wonder of your risen 

life: give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father.   

Amen 

Did You Know? 

Ramadan 

You may or may not have heard about Ramadan, which is currently being           

celebrated by Muslims around the world. Ramadan started on the 12th April and 

runs until the 12th May, Many Christians take time to pray for Muslims as they fast 

and pray for revelation from Allah.  

Ramadan is believed to be the time when the prophet Muhammad received the  

visions that inspired the Quran. Muslims spend the 30 days of Ramadan abstaining 

from food and drink (and even smoking) between sunrise and sunset, they also   

focus more on their faith and read the Quran and pray more. At the end of each 

day friends and family traditionally gather together to break their fast with a large 

celebratory meal.  

How can I pray for my Muslim friends and neighbours? 

You may have heard concerns from the Muslim Community about whether taking 

the vaccine would constitute breaking the fast - Pray for the leaders in the 

community as they encourage continued uptake of the vaccine during this month. 

Pray for Muslims who live alone as joining with friends and families is unable to   

happen due to the current restrictions. 

Pray for Muslim Background Christians who may be estranged from their families, 

during this very family oriented festival. Pray for those who are living in countries 

where to convert away from  Islam is seen as a punishable crime. 

Pray that we might reach out to our Muslim neighbours with the love of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

 

 



 

Prayers at home 

A short service at any time of day 

 

You may wish to light a candle and have some 

reflective music playing in the background 

 

The Lord is good, a strong refuge when trouble 

comes. God is close to those who trust in him. 

Nahum 1.7 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Today I am feeling (name how you are feeling) 

because (name reasons why) 

Help me to remember you love me and are 

with me every day. 

Amen 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, “I 

am with you always”.  Be with me today as I 

offer myself to you. Hear my prayers for oth-

ers and for myself, and keep me in your care. 

 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, 

Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me. 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

 

I am giving you worship with all my life, 

I am giving you obedience  

with all my power, 

I am giving you praise  

with all my strength, 

I am giving you honour  

with all my speech. 

I am giving you love with all my heart, 

                                        

 

 

 
I am giving you affection  

with all my sense, 

I am giving you my being  

with all my mind, 

I am giving you my soul,  

O most high and holy God. 

Praise to the Father, 

Praise to the Son, 

Praise to the Spirit, 

The Three in One. 

 

God of compassion, be close to those 

who are ill, afraid or in isolation. In their 

loneliness, be their consolation; in their 

anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, 

be their light; through him who suffered 

alone on the cross, but reigns with you in 

glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and 

resilience to all who are caring for the 

sick, and your wisdom to those searching 

for a cure. Strengthen them with your 

Spirit, that through their work many will 

be restored to health; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us to-

day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and for ev-

er. Amen.  

 

In the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

An Extract from a Reflection by Archbishop Justin Welby on our                      

Gospel Reading. 
 

There is a need to be in relationship with Christ, in an intimate relationship that is found not 

by our actions but by the sovereign action of God who joins us inextricably to Christ 

through His faithful promises and His action of salvation. 

 

"I am the vine and you are the branches." Branches are attached to the vine and remain   

attached unless God removes them. So often the church in its long and painful and often 

bloody history has used this verse about the removal of branches and their throwing into the 

fire as an excuse for its own actions of enforcement, of dominance and rule rather than 

humble service, all of which spring from its desire for power. 

 

My own office has offended much in these ways, the very design of the Lambeth Palace  

chapel separated the classes, and was often used to proclaim power, not salvation. But the 

lust for power is rejected by Jesus from the days of his temptation in the wilderness, to the 

evening of the washing of feet in John 13. It is that act that is the powerful context for this 

passage we read now, and which provides the key to its interpretation. 

 

For the context of the whole of this passage, runs from John Chapter 13 where Jesus washes 

His disciples’ feet and commands them to love one another, to the end of John Chapter 17 

where He prays for their unity. It is a context of love and the sovereign action of God calling 

us to holiness, which is reflected in mutual service, active sacrifice and powerful, sin       

overwhelming love for one another so that we may be one and thus the world may know 

the truth of Jesus. We do not have the option of choosing for ourselves who the other 

branches are, that is the work of God. 

 

But we do have the option, through our disobedience to the commands of Christ to find 

ourselves one of those branches that are pruned and removed and put into the fire. That is 

done by the gardener, not by the other branches.  

 

The gardener is the one who judges perfectly, seeing the secrets of all our hearts and all our 

motivations. Yet the gardener is both loving and yet strict. The gardener does not overlook 

sin, nor does the gardener act out of mixed motives. 

 

The motivation is the health of the vine, the whole vine rooted and grounded in Christ, 

growing from Christ and providing fruit. 

. 

Through Jesus sin is forgiven, life is offered, and salvation becomes the treasure of the 

church which we have for a world which is otherwise lost and condemned. 

In all our readings there is call, there is struggle and suffering, there is pain and there is fruit 

and purpose and joy. If we forget fruit, purpose and joy we will become directionless and 

lose sight of the grace and the extravagant love with which God has reached out to us. 

 

For we are not a people of law and condemnation, of despair and depression, but a people 

who offer joy in the place of sorrow, forgiveness in the place of guilt, purpose in the place of 

emptiness, and hope in the place of despair. 



By attending Worship in the building you are signing up to our 

Covenant of Care. 

 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one   

another.” John 13:35 

 

1. Please enter the Church after 10:20am wearing a face covering unless exempt or if 

you are involved in leading worship that day. 

2. Keeping a 2m distance, please let the welcomer/steward know you are here for test 

and trace purposes. Please use the hand sanitiser. 

3. Make your way to your chair. Smiles under masks, winks and waves are strongly   

encourages, but other interactions outside of your own bubble are not.  

4. Please wrap up warm. The West Door will be slightly open for ventilation. The   

heating will be on if it is chilly. 

5. When our worship has finished, please feel free to stay for private prayer but move 

to the grounds for chat and fellowship following current government guidelines. If you 

are on team, please tidy, clean and pack up as quickly as possible.  

6. Keep smiling and giving thanks for the good news of Jesus! 

Colour, cut out and keep on your fridge! 



Worship and the APCM. 

 

APCM: 24th May 2021 19:00 

We hope to see you as we celebrate and reflect on all that has been in the last year and plan 

for the year ahead. Thank you for all who have offered to be part of the leadership team for 

the year ahead, we have had nominations or statements of intent to stand for all roles. Tank 

you so so much. However it isn’t too late! Of you feel called to explore any of those roles, 

please contact the Revd Sarah Todd or any of the Churchwardens and existing PCC for 

more details. You can pick up forms from the Church office or find them on the C of E  

website. We ask if all nominations could be with Marge in the office by Tuesday 18th May to 

make our admin easier. Please continue to pray for all those standing and thinking of    

standing. You will be able to join the APCM in person, or by zoom. If you would like to  

attend in person, please contact Marge in the office to let her know. 

 

Worship in the building 

If you would like to attend worship in the building, we ask you to let us know by the 

Wednesday before. If you would like to attend the 0800 please contact Katherine Kear, if 

you would like to attend the mid morning service, please contact Myra Bowen Davies. 

 

Thy Kingdom Come. May 13th - May 23rd 2021 
Join the global wave of prayer calling all Christians to pray between Ascension and Pentecost 

for more people to come to know the love and peace of Jesus Christ. There are so many 

ways you can get involved. Our youngest church family members can engage with the new 

Cheeky Panda video series that will be appearing on our social media pages. Families can 

pick up the Prayer Adventure Map or download the App. Youth can engage with 11 video 

reflections put together by the Archbishop of York’s Youth Trust.  There are printed &  

digital versions of the Prayer Journal and Novena. This year’s prayer journal was penned by 

the Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell - crafted with the express intention of inspiring 

readers to re-encounter the love and joy found in Jesus. The award-winning Thy Kingdom 

Come app, available in nine languages, was also mentioned will include audio content from 

24-7 Prayer’s Lectio 365 with audio reflections from Pete Greig, Archbishop Justin and 24-7 

Prayer GB UK Director, Carla Harding. 

Look out too for other ways of engaging in the Church grounds - more on the next week. 

 

 Home Communion 

If you are unable to attend church and would like to receive home communion, please    

contact Marge in the office. 



 

Please remember in your prayers this week: 

 

For our Church Family and the wider Church:   
• For our church family as we commit to our care and love each other as we 

begin to slowly reopen our church for worship. 

• The Benefice of Redmarley D’Abitot, Bromewberrow, Pauntley, Upleadon,  

Oxenhall, Dymock, Donnington, Kempley and Preston; Kat Mepham (Parish 

Priest), David Clowes, Caroline Dunnett, Roger Parker (Readers). 

• The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East; Archbishop  

Michael Lewis. 

 

For our community and the world:  

• For the uniformed organisations who use our halls, who are starting to plan 

their face to face meetings after a long break. 

• For the local elections on the 6th May, especially those who are undecided as 

to who to vote for. 

• For peace, and fairness in the elections being held in different countries this 

week. 

 

For the Covid-19 pandemic: 

• Thanks for the continued rollout of the vaccine and the opportunity we have to 

help fund vaccines around the world. 

• For people to be patient with each other as some people have worries over the 

relaxation of restrictions. 

• For India as they struggle with the latest wave of Covid-19 and the lack of   

medical supplies. 

 

For the sick: 

• Janet, Joan, Noel, Julia, Kay, Mary, Terry, Kate, Clodagh, William, Alex, Michael, 

Rose, Peter, Sharon, Tina, Lionel, Malcolm. 

•  

Those who mourn, especially the families of: 

Parish office:  CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

office@stbarnabasgloucester.org.uk   
 

Revd Sarah Todd (Vicar)                    | 07534 720160 | revsarahtodd@gmail.com 
  

Myra Bowen-Davies (Churchwarden) | 01452 302508 | myrabowendavies@me.com 
 

Katherine Kear (Churchwarden)        | 01452 528508 | katherine@katherinekear.co.uk 

 News and Events 

  

Finance update 
Thank you so much for your generous giving.  We are currently receiving over £2000 a 

month which is wonderful but still leaves us around £5000 short each month. Please pray 

for our     finances, for wisdom and for guidance in how best to meet this short fall.  If you 

want to find out more about the Parish Giving Scheme, get involved with the fun-raising 

group or can offer energy and wisdom in grant applications, please contact Marge in the  

office, who can put you in touch with the right person.  A huge thanks to our finance group, 

Sandra, Sarah, Peter, Katherine and John for the work they are doing in this area.  Sandra 

will be stepping back as Treasurer for a while, so if you have any other financial queries, 

please contact Sarah Skitt on  stbarnabasglosfinance@gmail.com or telephone the church 

office. 

  

Ever wanted to arrange Flowers?? 
Katherine Kear is running a day time Flower Arranging Class through Gloucestershire Col-

lege in the church Hall, it is suitable for all levels, from beginners to more advanced. The 

course is running from 10-12, May 10th, 17th & 24th, June 7th, 21st & 28th, July 5th & 12th. 

Enrolment via 0345 1552020. All materials provided at cost for the first class. 

 

Hall Hire  
If you are interested in hiring the St Barnabas Church Halls for an event or party, please 

check out our new Venue Hire at St Barnabas Gloucester Facebook page. Where you will 

find all the latest news and our wonderful promo video. 

 

Calling sewers  
Anyone with a sewing machine able to hem some light weight table clothes for the Halls 

please? I am happy to deliver and collect. Katherine  

 
Alpha 

We will be running an online Alpha course on a Wednesday night 7.00-8.30 beginning on 

26th May. The course will run for six weeks and each week will be based around a particular 

theme. If you are interested, please contact the Revd Sarah (07534 720160), Could you 

“bring” a friend? Alpha is a wonderful opportunity to explore all sorts of questions of faith 

and life whether you have faith or not.  

mailto:stbarnabasglosfinance@gmail.com

