
 
 

A huge thank you to all have made such a difference in the last few months in which we 
as a city have come together to support each other through one of the biggest crisis we 
have seen.  We have been involved in many outreach and mission projects and have 
now been recognised because of our supported of the Fareshares South West project 
offering our hall at no cost.  The food that has been collected by various groups has 
made over 150,000 meals—one of the biggest projects in the country. 
 
St Barnabas Church and Halls have always been at the centre of our community life and 
wellbeing and we are committed as a church to continue to be builders of community 
and sharers of the good news and the hope found only in Jesus.   
 
Recent months have shown that the church is much more than any building, but     
buildings play their part in enabling the forming of relationship, the sharing of gifts,   
celebrating and mourning as families and community and in the exploration of what it 
means to be God’s people in worship, prayer and in life.  Please start to pray as we  
consider how best we can develop the ministry and mission of these buildings which 
stand as a visible sign of God’s love to all.  
 
Sarah 
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Sunday 2nd August 2020:  
Live Stream on our Facebook Page, Website and YouTube 

Summer Sermon Series 
 
0900    PCC and Ministry Team Trial Communion at St B 
   This is the final step towards completing the risk assessment to 
   reopen for public worship.  Open to all on the PCC or Ministry 
   Team.  Please contact Sarah to book your place.  
      
1030    Morning Worship on Facebook and YouTube 
   Theme: Kindness 
 
1130   Zoom Coffee 
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85817028939?   
   pwd=WEt5NW42TFk5TjVKU0E2TkVOKzFsdz09 
   Meeting ID: 858 1702 8939 
   Passcode: 501640 
    OR 
   Ring: 0203 481 5240 
   You can only phone 0203 numbers for free if you have inclusive   
   minutes remaining on your landline or mobile tariff, otherwise   
   you will have to pay your provider a per-minute rate plus an  
   access charge as outlined in their terms. 

   Meeting ID: 858 1702 8939 
   Passcode: 501640 

Hello to you all.  
Welcome to this week’s Church Matters Newsletter. This enlarged newsletter 
aims to keep church family in contact, share prayer requests, strengthen our 

discipleship and bring us closer together during this challenging time.  If you are 
receiving this newsletter but aren't on the mailing list then please contact Sarah 

on 07534 720160 or revsarahtodd@gmail.com 



 

Romans 2:1-11 
Therefore  you  have  no  excuse, 
whoever  you  are,  when  you  judge 
others;  for  in  passing  judgement  on 
another you condemn yourself, because 
you, the judge, are doing the very same 
things. You say, ‘We know that God’s 
judgement on those who do such things 
is in accordance with truth.’ Do you 
imagine, whoever you are, that when 
you judge those who do such things and 
yet do them yourself, you will escape 
the  judgement  of  God?  Or  do  you 
despise the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience? Do you not 
realize that God’s kindness is meant to 
lead you to repentance? But by your 
hard  and  impenitent  heart  you  are 
storing up wrath for yourself on the day 
of  wrath,  when  God’s  righteous 
judgement will be revealed. For he will 
repay according to each one’s deeds: to 
those who by patiently doing good seek 
for glory and honour and immortality, 
he will give eternal life; while for those 
who are self-seeking and who obey not 
the truth but wickedness, there will be 
wrath and fury. There will be anguish 
and  distress  for  everyone  who  does 
evil,  the  Jew  first  and  also  the 
Greek, but glory and honour and peace 
for everyone who does good, the Jew 
first  and  also  the  Greek.  For  God 
shows no partiality. 
 

Mark 14:1-9 

 
It was two days before the Passover 
and the festival of Unleavened Bread. 
The  chief  priests  and  the  scribes 
were looking for  a  way to  arrest 
Jesus by stealth and kill him; for they 
said,  ‘Not  during  the  festival,  or 
there  may  be  a  riot  among  the 
people.’ 
While  he  was  at  Bethany  in  the 
house of Simon the leper, as he sat at 
the table,  a woman came with an 
alabaster jar of very costly ointment 
of nard, and she broke open the jar 
and  poured  the  ointment  on  his 
head. But some were there who said 
to one another in anger, ‘Why was 
the ointment wasted in this way? For 
this ointment could have been sold 
for  more  than  three  hundred 
denarii, and the money given to the 
poor.’  And  they  scolded  her.  But 
Jesus said, ‘Let her alone; why do you 
trouble  her?  She has  performed a 
good service for me. For you always 
have the poor with you, and you can 
show  kindness  to  them whenever 
you wish;  but you will  not always 
have  me.  She  has  done  what  she 
could;  she  has  anointed  my  body 
beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell 
you,  wherever  the  good  news  is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what 
she  has  done  will  be  told  in 
remembrance of her.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readings for Sunday 2nd August 

The Collect 
Lord God, your Son left the riches of 
heaven and became poor for our sake 
:when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from de-
spair, that we may trust in you alone 

;through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Public Worship at St Barnabas 
 

We pleased that we are now in a position to trial our first gathered worship in the 
church building this Sunday at 0900.  This service will be for the Ministry Team and 
the PCC who will gather together to worship but also to make final checks that all risk 
assessments and best practice actually work.  Private prayer will run as usual this Sunday 
from 3pm-4.30 pm 
 
We hope to open the building for a church family communion service on 
Sunday 9th August at 0900 if this weeks trial goes well.   
 
Numbers will be limited so we will be taking weekly bookings. Please ring, leaving a 
message or email Sarah on 07534 720160 or revsarahtodd@gmail.com from Wednesday 
night at 7pm.  We will do our best to make sure that you have a seat and will ring to 
confirm.  If there is no space, you will be on the priority list for the following week.  
Please don’t turn up unless you hear from Sarah or another team member. We can only 
accept your booking if you agree to the following criteria: 
 
1. You agree to self—screen and not attend if you have any of the symptoms of 

Covid 19 (new cough, high temperature, loss of sense of smell or taste) 
2. You agree to wear a face covering.  This is for your benefit and the benefit of 

others in our church family.   
3. You agree to wash and/or gel your hands on entry and exit. 

How things will look and feel. 
You will be asked to queue outside of the building until the doors open at 9am.  You will 
then be invited to enter through the South Porch, put on a face covering if you aren’t 
wearing one already, asked to give your details for the Government Track and Trace 
scheme, gel or wash your hands and then be shown to your seat by the welcoming team.  
Please move straight to your seat, following the one way system, all signage and the 
directions of the welcoming team.   
 
We will share in a simple but beautiful said communion service.  The celebrant will give 
clear directions throughout the time we spend together. We have a hearing loop system. 
Service sheets will not be used, all that is needed for worship will be on the screen.  This 
avoids cross-contamination.  If you need a printed copy for any reason, please inform 
Sarah when you book and there will be one on your seat waiting for you. 
 
When it is time to take communion, you will be directed by the welcome team.  We will 
be taking it at the high altar, please observe the markings on the carpet as you queue.  
Please wear your mask.  The bread will be silently dropped into your hands. Make your 
way back to your seat, following the welcome team’s directions and using the prayer on 
the screen, consume the bread and then replace your mask.  You may wish to bring your 
own hand gel to gel before and after doing this.  At the end of the service, follow the 
directions of the welcome team who will direct you outside. 
 

Thank you for your understanding. 



News  
 

Questionnaire - The questionnaire is now closed. If you still have any comments you 
would like to pass on to Rev. Sarah Todd please do get in touch with her 
revsarahtodd@gmail.com or on 07534 720160.  
 
Private Prayer –  Our Church will continue to be open for private prayer on 
Thursday’s 10:30-12:00; and Sunday’s 15:00-16:30. There is no booking system running 
at the moment so just come along. We politely ask that the Church be a place of quiet. 
Our welcome team are pleased to see you, but are also trying to ensure that people 
can pray quietly. You can of course catch up with friends outside in the grounds whilst 
observing social distancing. 
 
Digital Worship  Sarah has received a number of questions asking whether Digital 
worship will continue.  Many of you who find it hard to get to church have appreciated 
this provision as have those who can! We will be carefully considering the way 
forward, but it is probably safe to say that digital worship will continue.  Thank you for 
all of your encouragement and feedback as we begin to consider what gathered 
worship will look like over the coming months.   

Finance – If you are able, remember you can now give through our website either as 
a one off donation or by joining the parish giving scheme. Huge thanks to all of the 
finance team for their hard work at this time and for the many generous donations we 
have received.  It is your financial and prayerful support that enables our church family 
to share the good news of Jesus in Gloucester. 

Afternoon Tea Deliveries - Would you like an afternoon tea delivered to your 
door on a Saturday or Sunday?  Sandra Howell is happy to deliver a box of delicious 
goodies including home baked scones,, cream, jam and cake for a minimum £3.00 
donation to church funds.  Please feel free to pay more! Text her on 07852 139123 
with a name, address and details of how many portions you would like.  

The Halls - Thanks to the dedication and skills of our Caretaker Dave, the refurb and 
makeover is of the Halls is going well. We will be hiring a skip to remove the pile of 
rubbish that we have found and turned out. To try and make this cost effective if any of 
you have a ‘To go to the Skip’ pile at home give me a call. We are saying bring your 
rubbish and make a small donation towards the skip. Please call Katherine K for more 
information (528508). 

 

 

 

Kindness:  

This weeks reflection is a series of 
“encounters” with God – one for the 
morning, one for midday and one for 
the evening. 

  

Morning Encounter: 

Read: 

Your kindness and love will always be 
with me each day of my life, and I will 
live forever in your house, Lord. 

Psalm 23.6 

  

Reflect: 

‘There is a grace of kind listening, as 
well as a grace of kind speaking. Many 
persons, whose manners will stand the 
test of speaking, break down under the 
trial of listening. 

(F. Faber) 

  

Respond: 

Give someone your time and full 
attention today. Listen, really listen to 
them and avoid saying too much back. 

  

Midday Meditation: 

God was kind and decided that Christ 
would choose us to be God’s own 
adopted children. God was very kind to 
us because of the Son he dearly loves, 
and so we should praise God. Christ 
sacrificed his life’s blood to set us free, 
which means that our sins are now 
forgiven. Christ did this because God 
was so kind to us. 

  

(Ephesians 1) 

  

Evening Reflection: 

God who sent your Son so that we may 
draw near to you, give us grace tonight 
as we end another day. You have 
overwhelmed us with blessings today! 
Forgive us for the moments when we 
were far from you and did not recognize 
your movements around us. Continue to 
join our hearts more closely with your 
own so that we may continually be in 
fellowship with you through each day. 
Holy Spirit, stir our hearts toward you. 
Amen. 

  

The Bible Society. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray… 
 

For our Church family and the wider Church: 
• Pray for our Vicar, Ministry Team, Churchwardens and PCC as they plan for our first 

public worship on the 9th August. 
• Please pray for the teams enabling our Church to open for private prayer. 

• The North Cotswold Deanery, Katrina Scott (Area Dean), Michael Storey (Lay 

Chair). 
• Our five overseas partner Dioceses especially the Diocese of El Camino Real, 

Bishop Lucinda 
 
For our community and the world:   
• Pray for those living in our Parish, this week we remember especially those in Linsley 

Way and Langate. 
• Pray for our residential homes: give thanks that lockdown has eased for some homes to 

receive visitors. Pray for those who live and work in Stroud Lodge and for the staff and 
pupils at Calton Playgroup and their families. 

• Pray for the ‘not so secret book club’ at Tuffley Park and those who are running it.  

 
For the Covid-19 pandemic  
• Pray for the businesses and organizations who are counting the economic cost of the 

pandemic, especially performing arts venues. 
• Pray for people whose mental health has been affected by the lockdown and be with 

them as they begin to face the world again. 
• Pray for the Scientists involved in the many organisations that are working 

towards a better understanding of the Virus and a vaccine. 
  
For the sick and the bereaved  
• The sick: Janet, Colin, Tim, Mick, Joan, Noel, Julia, Rachel, Christopher, Clare, Kay, 

Mary, Phil, Terry, Kate, Clodagh, William.  
• Those who mourn especially the families of; Ruby Ford, Peter Minall,  

 Diane Smith, Roslyn Treacher, Joan Liddingtonm Christine McKee, John Holyhead. 

Parish office:  CLOSED  
office@stbarnabasgloucester.org.uk   
 

Revd Sarah Todd (Vicar)                    | 07534 720160 | revsarahtodd@gmail.com   

Myra Bowen-Davies (Churchwarden) | 01452 302508 | myrabowendavies@me.com 
 

Katherine Kear (Churchwarden)        | 01452 528508 | katherine@katherinekear.co.uk 

Private Prayers for use at home or 
in church 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

One thing I have asked of the Lord, this 
is what I seek; 
That I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord, all the days of my life; 
To behold the beauty of the Lord and 
to seek him in his temple 
 
There is silence and stillness 

Meditation 
 

This is another day O Lord.  I know not 
what it will bring forth, but make me 
ready for whatever it may be.  If I am to 
stand up, help me to stand bravely.  If I 
am to sit still, help me to sit quietly.  If I 
am to lie low, help e to do it patiently. 
And if I am to do nothing, let me do it 
gallantly.  Make these words more the 
words; give me the grace found only in 
Jesus.  From the Celtic Tradition 
 

Prayer before reading the bible 
 
O Lord, you have given us your word 
for a light to shine upon our path. 
Grant us so to meditate on that word, 
and to follow its teaching, 
that we may find in it the light 
that shines more and more until the 
perfect day; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Bible Reading and Silence 
 
If you would like a bible reading plan, 
contact Sarah 

 

Prayer 
 
Please reminder those in your prayers who 
are:  
Those who are working for justice for all 
Those who work quietly for the good of 
others 
Those who share the good news of Jesus in 
their workplaces 
Those who are ministering in their homes to 
their families. 
Those who live with physical pain. 
 
Add your own prayers and finish with 
 

Prayer in the midst of change 
 
O God of ever-present love, help us to 
embrace true security, fleeing from idols, 
and exposing illusions. All things are 
passing, God never changes.  Amen, Let 
it be so 

  Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen.  
 

The Grace 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 


